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Prior to January 1951, the corder »etween Polish=occupicd and Soriet~eoccupied 


portions of Hast Prussia was marked by a wire Sence in the area north of 


Goldap {R 55/¥ 82). Tho Polish border zone 1 


ip 
ead 


very narrow and was patrotied 


by WOP (Border Guard Corps) troops. Neither formations of border cuard 
personnel nor wire cbstacleg or fortifications were seen in the border zone. 
The roads leading to the Sevieteoccupied portion of East Prussia were crossed 
by ditches and cut off by read barriers just seuth of the demarcation Line. 
The barriers were not permanently cuarded, Theve were wo watchtowers on the 
Polish side of the border, Small Polish engineer details were still enrared 
in clearing mines of World Wer IT as far as the demarcation Line. 


The border area was inhabited. in’ January 1951, German workers wore 


soil 


employed at the Niederwitz estate, which is located at the demarcation lins 


3.5 laa northwest of Coldap. 


On the Soviet side of 


the border, wooden watchtovers ocenunied by foviet soldiers 


were placed along the border at an average o: vUnree per kilometexs oppesite 


the Miedervitz astate 


and ia Rominten Heath. about 200 meters from the 


demarcation line. Some time ago a istrin several meters wide alone the demarcation 


Line was 


again by the beginning of 1951, Prior to late 1950, no fortifs 


cleared of veretation, However, this strip had Lareely grevn over 
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was observed. Gunfire was heard regularly from the depth of the Seviet-oceuptled 
area from 1948 to 1960. In addition, infantry weapons were often heard from 
the border gone of Romimten Neath in 1948 and 1519, 
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No official border crossing point existed between the Polish and Soviet sone 


tine Goldap area, nor[ stn Such potuts in other sectors 


the border. Tlleral border crossing from the Soviet to the Polish sone 


frequently oeeurred during the first few years after World War Ii. but appsrent= 
iy ceased in recent years, Railroad service fran Goldap to Uarkelwan (h S5/V 

sf Fo Pe a « x 

62) and Gumbinnen (R 55/V 75) was discontinued and the tracks were torn up 


near Goldap. Goldap was, 
by rail. * 


however, still connected vith frawsure (2 55/a 995 


_—_ ee ilieral border crossings from the Polish to the Soviet 


m: 


sone was possible in the Goldap area, although the Poles were relretant to 


identity cards or border passes, bat onl: 


estate where they were employed. Polish WOP sentries sometimes 
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cross into the Soviet zone. Germans livine in and near Coldap had no 
a work permit for the netionaliszed 


asked for 
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these pernits at the demarcation line. Germans vere no loner Lintted 3 
25X41 their Liberty to move 
25X1 
25X1 % L_—-[Goment. CfSicial railroac crossing points are at Gerdaven and 
4 Eytac. é 
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